
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Theme: We are a Grace-Based Fellowship in our Body Life 
 
Introduction:  

•Why is the issue of grace so significant? 
 
Charles Ryrie opens his work, The Grace of God, with the following thought.  “Christianity is 
distinct from all other religions because it is a message of grace.  Jesus Christ is the supreme 
revelation of God’s grace; salvation is by grace; and grace governs and empowers Christian 
living.  Without grace Christianity is nothing.”1  In order to answer the question it is 
necessary to put the idea of grace into its biblical context. 
 
Where do we start . . . 

•We are designed with need and thus dependency 
 

God designed within our DNA need.  Our “Designer Needs” as Image Bearers is five-fold. 

–We “Crave” And Are Hard-wired For . . . 

•Love 

•Acceptance 

•Forgiveness 

•Favor 

•Service 
 

•The First Need-Fulfiller Is God 

–Col. 1:16, 17 “By Him, Through Him, For Him” 

–Heb. 12:2 “The Author and Perfecter” 

–Rev. 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega” 
 
Grace-based 

•It is for this reason we believe the grace of God speaks directly to the needs of humanity. 
 
Therefore, Grace . . . 

•Loves without condition 

•Accepts without requirement  

•Forgives without limit 

•Favors without merit and  

•Serves without reward 
 

Grace lives in the arena of need and inability.  If there were no deficiency or need, there would 
be no necessity for grace.    Although we are getting ahead of ourselves, the expression or act 
of grace did not exist until God created.  Once something existed outside of God, grace existed.  
Prior to the act of creation, grace did not exist.  Grace existed as soon as creation was called 
into being.  Because God condescended in creating, grace existed.  Grace becomes even more 
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celebrated through the fall into sin, but grace is intrinsic to creating.  The created is always in 
need of grace from the Creator.   
 
All that we are, all that we have, and all that we ever hope to be are firmly rooted in the soil of 
God’s Son.  It is because of this, “Grace is the peculiar property of the Christian religion, and 
Christianity gave grace a meaning it never had before.”2  Although it is difficult to accept 
initially, when speaking of God’s grace we need to understand, The favor of God rests upon 
those who believe because of position, not performance.  The blessing of God is because of 
location, not action.  The blessing of God upon us is rooted in whom we are, not what we 

do. 
 
Because this is true, there is nothing we can do to undo or alter all that God has done and is 
doing in us, through us, and for us.   

 
We have already noted how as a fellowship of families we are Christ-Exalting in our corporate 
worship and Word-Centered in our biblical exposition.  We are unashamedly monotheists and 
Trinitarian.  We equally believe our word-centeredness is biblical, historical, and global.  Our 
next core value is as follows. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
Grace-Based 

• Because of our emphasis on God and a diminished emphasis on man, we view the 
Christian life as a consequence of our relationship with God and not the cause for our 
relationship with God.   

• The Christian life is not the maintaining of our life with God, but a celebrating of our life 
with God.  

 
The Problem: 

•To “scratch” our “itch” apart from God leads to dysfunction, disease and despair. 

•Only God can bring wholeness, health and hope to any event or individual. 

• “Religion” is man’s attempt to speak to his intrinsic “needs”.  “Religion” is either self-
discovery or moral-conformity.  Both are rooted in man and both have man as the ultimate 
end. (Tim Keller, The Prodigal God) 
 
Sisyphos 

•The word "sisyphean" means "endless and unavailing, as labor or a task". 

•Autosoteric = “Self-saving; based on the principle of salvation by one's own efforts or 
character.” 
 

THERE ARE fundamentally only two doctrines of salvation: that salvation is from God, or 
that salvation is rooted in us. The former is the doctrine of common Christianity; the latter 
is the doctrine of universal heathenism. "The principle of heathenism," remarks Dr. 
Herman Bavinek, "is, negatively, the denial of the true God, and of the gift of his grace; 
and, positively, the notion that salvation can be secured by man's own power and wisdom. 
'Come, let us build us a city, and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven, and let us 
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make us a name.' Gen. 11:4. Whether the works through which heathenism seeks the way 
of salvation bear a more ritual or a more ethical characteristic, whether they are of a more 
positive or of a more negative nature, in any case man remains his own saviour; all 
religions except the Christian are autosoteric. . . And philosophy has made no advance 
upon this: even Kant and Schopenhauer, who, with their eye on the inborn sinfulness of 
man recognize the necessity of a regeneration, come in the end to an appeal to the will, the 
wisdom and the power of man." 
 
It is only in almighty grace that a sinner can hope; for it is only almighty grace that can 
raise the dead. What boots it to send the trumpeter crying amid the serried ranks of the 
dead: "The gates of heaven stand open: whosoever will may enter in"? The real question 
which presses is, Who will make these dry bones live? As over against all teaching that 
would tempt man to trust in himself for any, even the smallest part, of his salvation, 
Christianity casts him utterly on God. It is God and God alone who saves, and that in every 
element of the saving process. "If there be but one stitch," says Spurgeon aptly, "in the 
celestial garment of our righteousness which we ourselves are to put in, we are lost."3   

 
Those with a more humanistic approach to salvation believe differently.  Listen to several 
opinions that believe salvation is sourced in us: 
  

 “As the fall of man was brought about through his own act, so the rise of man will be 
accomplished through his own act.  We are saved by Grace to the extent that we believe in, 
accept and seek to embody, the Law of God; for the Law of Good is ever a Law of Liberty 
and never one of limitation.  Salvation is an act of man and not an act of God.  Man 
damned himself and man must save himself, if he ever is saved.  He will save himself to 
the exact degree that he stops damning himself.”4   

 
We find insufficient evidence for belief in the existence of a supernatural; it is either 
meaningless or irrelevant to the question of survival and fulfillment of the human race. As 
nontheists, we begin with humans not God, nature not deity.  But we can discover no 
divine purpose or providence for the human species. While there is much that we do not 
know, humans are responsible for what we are or will become. No deity will save us; we 
must save ourselves.5 

 
“autosoteric” 
Conditional and Performance based 

•Love  

•Acceptance 

•Forgiveness  

•Favor 

•Service 
 

•Unless and until we have our needs met in God, we will never find satisfaction/contentment 
in the shadow. 
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We can only find contentment when (i.e. “contentment 101”) and if . . .  

•If we do not first find it in God, we will seek it in the shadow. 

•The shadow cannot provide; it can only point. 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know Jesus as the fullest and final embodiment 

of His grace actions toward humanity. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose Jesus Christ as the grace of God and not 

rely on the works of man. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in the grace of God and not 

on the works of man. 
 
Outline: 
Grace operates primarily within the context of relationships within the created order.  We 
celebrate the theology of the cross. 
 
The theology of the cross is Christ crucified.  In this action God graces His people.  The 
theology of the cross believes the Christian life is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ 
alone.  Grace believes Christians can find rest in the most extenuating circumstances when 
they find that rest in the sufficiency and satisfying person and work of Jesus Christ.   
 
It is because of our view of the cross that we view discipleship and the Christian walk as 
strongly Christ-centered.  As a Grace fellowship, we believe grace operates in the sphere of 
relationships.  First, we make no claim of being able to merit any of God’s favor (Isa. 64:6; 
Rom. 3:10-12; Titus 3:5).  We are fully convinced that grace reigns from the inception, 
continuation, and culmination of the Christian life (Gal. 3:1-5).  We are equally convinced that 
what has been merited by grace cannot be maintained by works.  It is impossible for us to 
undo by our actions what God has done through His actions.  Second, grace teaches us to love 
without condition (Gal. 5:13, 14), accept without requirement (Eph. 4:32), forgive without limit 
(Matt. 18:22), receive favor without merit and serve without reward (Luke 6:35).  As a people 
of grace, we put understanding above accusation, forbearance above faultfinding, and Biblical 
unity above the demand for conformity (John 13:34, 35; Ps. 133:1-3).  But why do we believe 
this is true?  What is it about the Christian faith that makes such bold stroke statements 
possible?  Why is such truth almost too good to be true?   
 
To facilitate our understanding of grace it is necessary for us to categorize its various 
occurrences as it is used throughout the New Testament.  There are four primary categorizes 
we will consider in this study, but by no means are we to consider this study exhaustive in any 
fashion.  Our present study is only suggestive, not exhaustive. 
 
Grace of God 
“by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone” 
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•Its Embodiment – Grace is a Person 

•Its Example – Grace is a Practice 

•Its Expression – Grace is a Provision 

•Its Endurance – Grace is a Persistency 
 
I. The embodiment of grace is seen in the incarnation of Jesus Christ 
 
John uses the word grace (charis) three times.  Jesus is identified in the incarnation as being 
full of grace and truth (John 1:14).   
 

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of 
the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

 
His coming marked a shift in the telling of God’s story (Eph. 3:2).  In Christ, God’s hero arrives 
and with Him comes a powerful display of grace and truth.  When the second member of the 
Godhead became “flesh,” we had the greatest display of grace and the greatest embodiment of 
truth.  Grace moved Christ to the kenosis and incarnation (2 Cor. 8:9).   
 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for 
your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 
Cor. 8:9). 

 
When God took on humanity, He condescended.  In the incarnation the second member of the 
Godhead stooped, He lowered Himself.  This is why Paul tells us in Philippians 2:8 “He 
humbled Himself.”  He became what He had created.  At this moment, such a thought 
escapes us.  Yet the Creator became that which He had created.  It was not simply an 
identification or association, but an actual “becoming” (Rom. 1:3; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:7 [each uses 
ginomai, “To become”]). Such an action on His part is called “grace.”  “The lavish gift of God 
in the person of His Son is the particularly New Testament meaning of grace.  This is why it is 
quite true to say that charis is a word that has been raised to a higher level and filled with new 
meaning by our Lord Jesus Christ.”6 
 
The word “full” in John 1:14 means “to be filled up (as opposed to empty)” or “to be lacking 
nothing, to be perfect.”   
 

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of 
the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

 
There were displays of grace prior to the coming of Christ, but in contrast to Him they appear 
as shallow pools.  In addition, in Christ the displaying of grace is perfect and lacking nothing.  
With Christ nothing more can be said.  Our quest now is to know Him.  He is grace.  There is 
nothing His people need that they do not already have in Him. 
 
Romans 8:32 uses charizomai “freely given” which comes from the same root as charis.  There 
is no end to God’s grace since the resource is exceedingly rich (Eph. 2:7; 3:8).   
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“so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:7). 
 
“To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unfathomable riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8). 

 
We can neither fathom nor exhaust Christ and what He is for us.  Jesus is to us “wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).  Often we say “Now you’ve 
gone and done it” or “Man, did I really blow it this time” as if to suggest that such action on 
our part is going to test or stretch the grace of God.  Grace exceeds the need because Christ is 
infinite.  His action toward the rebel removes any residue of the offense.  Nothing is left.   
 
John 1:17 begins with a small preposition meaning “because or for this reason.” 
 

“For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus 
Christ” (John 1:17). 

 
The opulence or lavishness with which God’s blessings are showered upon us is found in the 
coming of Christ.  With Him or “on account of” Him we have all things.  Without Him, we 
have nothing.  Grace and truth are “on account of” Him.  To take Him away leaves us with 
nothing.    Jesus Christ is the abundance of the blessing we seek.  He is the favor we long for.  
Yet is not the substance often overlooked for the shadow?  When we ask God to bless us we 
are often asking for the shadow and not the substance.  We have embraced the gift of grace 
and have failed to embrace the giver of grace.  How have we missed this?  The incarnate Christ 
is the embodiment of grace.   
 
II. The examples of grace as seen in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 

A. The love of the cross (Rom. 5:6, 8, 10). 
B. The forgiving of the woman caught in adultery (John 8:1ff). 
C. The forgiven woman who washed His feet with her tears (Luke 7:36-50). 

T h e  P r o d i g a l s
( L u k e  1 5 : 1 1 - 3 2 )

L u k e  6 : 2 7 - 2 9F a v o r

T h e  L e p e r s
( L u k e  1 7 : 1 1 - 1 9 )

L u k e  6 : 2 7 - 2 9S e r v i c e

T h e  W e e p i n g
( L u k e  7 : 3 6 - 5 0 )

M a t t .  1 8 : 2 1 - 3 5F o r g i v e n e s s

T h e  A d u l t e r o u s

( J o h n  8 : 1 f f )
E p h .  4 : 3 2A c c e p t a n c e

T h e  C r o s s
( R o m .  5 : 6 ,  8 ,  1 0 )

G a l .  5 : 1 3 ,  1 4L o v e

B i b l i c a l

E x a m p l e

B i b l i c a l

P a s s a g e
G r a c e - B a s e d
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D. The father’s reception and warmth toward his two prodigal sons (Luke 15:11-32). 
E. The healing of the ten lepers and the ingratitude of the nine (Luke 17:11-19). 
F. Etc. 

 
III. The expression of grace as seen in the area of salvation 
 
We openly and unashamedly confess salvation is “by grace alone through faith alone in Christ 
alone for the glory of God alone”. 
 
Acts 11:21-23 speaks of Barnabas seeing the grace of God evidenced in the salvation of the lost.   
 

21 “And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned 
to the Lord. 22 The news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and 
they sent Barnabas off to Antioch. 23 Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of 
God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to 
the Lord” (Acts 11:21-23). 

 
Salvation displays God’s grace (Acts 11:21-23).  This is an expansive and heavily emphasized 
element throughout the New Testament.  In the incarnation, God became man.  A primary 
purpose for the incarnation is redemptive in nature.  This is notable in the following three 
passages. 
 

• Matthew 1:21 tells us very specifically that Jesus “shall save His people from their sin.”   

• Likewise Luke 19:10 says that Jesus came “to seek and to save that which was lost.”   

• First John 4:14 tells us that, “The Father sent the Son to be Savior of the world.”   
 
In the saving of man, God graced him.  He condescended.  Without grace, humanity could not 
be saved.  God had to give him something that he did not deserve nor could merit.   
 
The grace of God is found in the truth of the gospel.  God’s grace is seen in the second member 
of the Godhead becoming man.  Consider the magnitude of God’s humiliation and grace.  In 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Creator would “become obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross” (Phil. 2:8).  The giver of life would have it taken from Him.  The Lawgiver would be 
delivered into the hands of those who are without law (Acts 2:23 [“wicked hands”).  At the 
hands of warmongers the prince of peace would be murdered.  The Father of all things would 
be entombed by the creation of His own hands.   
 
We must make no mistake here.  It is “on account of” Jesus Christ we have received grace 
(Rom. 1:5).   
 

4 “who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, 
according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have 

received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the 
Gentiles for His name's sake” (Rom. 1:4, 5). 

 



 

 

8 

God graced us for the exaltation of His name.  This is the ultimate reason why God manifests 
His actions from a base of grace.  The free gift of the grace of God comes to us through Jesus 
Christ.  To have salvation in Christ is to receive an abundance of grace (“an exceeding measure 
overflowing something above the ordinary”, “a surplus of abundance”7 [Rom. 5:17]).   
 

“For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those 
who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life 
through the One, Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:17). 

 
We are freely justified (Rom. 3:24) by his grace on account of redemption.  His grace makes it 
free of charge to us.  Yet He still has a tangible and concrete basis for acting in the way He did.  
The redemption of Christ gives Him the reason or grounds for acting toward us freely in our 
justification. All that we have is because Jesus Christ became man.  In this act we see the 
greatest display of grace ever seen in human history.   This leads us to our third category for 
grace in the New Testament. 
 
IV. The endurance of grace as seen in the perseverance of the saints and progressive 

sanctification. 
  
The provision of grace is so much more than the debt of sin (Rom. 5:20).   
 

“The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, 

grace abounded all the more” (Rom. 5:20). 
 
This is both salvific and sanctifying grace.  The saved are exhorted to continue in the grace of 
God (Acts 13:42-48).   
 

“Now when the meeting of the synagogue had broken up, many of the Jews and of the 
God-fearing proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were 
urging them to continue in the grace of God” (Acts 13:43). 

 
We must never forget that works and grace are mutually exclusive. Works can neither merit 
nor maintain what is granted by grace.  Much of Christian living and preaching is grace free.  
It is devoid of its message.  Let us note carefully the observation by Jerry Bridges: 
 

My observation of Christendom is that most of us tend to base our personal 
relationship with God on our performance instead of on His grace.  If we’ve 
performed well – whatever ‘well’ is in our opinion – then we expect God to bless 
us.8  
 
Moreover, we are always challenging ourselves and one another to ‘try harder.’  
We seem to believe success in the Christian life (however we define success) is 
basically up to us: our commitment, our discipline, and our zeal, with some help 
from God along the way.9  
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However, I think most of us actually declared temporary bankruptcy.  Having 
trusted in Christ alone for our salvation, we have subtly and unconsciously 
reverted to a works relationship with God in our Christian lives.  We do think 
they earn God’s blessings in our daily lives (p. 17).  We are all legalistic by 
nature; that is, we innately think so much performance by us earns so much 
blessing from God.10  

 

How tragic to think that God’s enablement means we now work in conjunction with Him.  His 
enablement is an efficacious enablement.  The believer is to “stand in grace” (Rom. 5:2).   
 

1 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this 
grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God” (Rom. 5:1, 2). 

 

Paul’s statement is in the perfect active indicative.  This is a past fact with ongoing results.  
Grace causes us to “exult in hope of the glory of God.” Jesus Christ opens up to us grace (Rom. 
5:2).  As believers we are standing in grace.  It is impossible not to see how Jesus Christ is 
synonymous with grace.  Nothing can alter this glorious standing.  This is what grace works 
in the life of its recipients.  Such grace is found only in Christ and in Christ alone.  
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

The story God wrote includes a fall into sin and an appropriate but horrific consequence.  The 
sin and its demerit accent humanity’s inability to erase their shame, fear, and guilt.  Only God 
can do it and only God does.  That fact that He did and does is because of grace.  This grace is 
embodied and displayed in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the greatest 
display of grace and the greatest embodiment of grace. It is now for us to know who He is, 
what He has done and who we are in Him. 
 
The Grace Church is a celebrated gathering whose joyous expression overflows into the 
community around her.  God’s grace in and through Jesus Christ is The Story.  It is only as you 
understand The Story of God and see yourself in The Story that life will have significance. 
 

“When all is said and done and your life on earth is finished and the dust settles over your lifeless carcass, 
the only thing that will matter is the unadulterated, undiluted, and undistracted worship of Jesus Christ.” 
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4
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5
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7 BAGD ,  650.  
8 Jerry Bridges, Transforming Grace, 11.   
9 Ibid., 12.   
10 Ibid., 17. 


